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June 25, 2025 

 

The Honourable Arnold Viersen, M.P. 
Box 4458 
Barrhead, AB T7N 1A3 
 

Dear Mr. Viersen, 

I hope you are doing well.  

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to stay connected with constituents through round table 
meetings. On behalf of the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to 
request a round table discussion with you to address how federal policies are contributing 
to the challenges our community is facing regarding property crime.  

While we appreciate that Whitecourt’s RCMP detachment is considered fully staffed, we 
continue to question whether the federal benchmarks for staffing levels truly reflect the 
reality on the ground as crime rates rise. Who determines these benchmarks, and are they 
re-evaluated as community needs change? Further, is funding made available to respond 
when increased policing is clearly warranted?  

We are also deeply concerned about the broader systemic issues—particularly the 
impacts of federal judicial policies that result in a “catch and release” cycle, and 
sentencing that appears soft on repeat offenders. These approaches undermine local 
enforcement efforts and leave both residents and businesses feeling unprotected.  

We believe that now, more than ever, there is an opportunity for federal leadership to 
address these gaps. Your voice and advocacy on these matters are critical, and we would 
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greatly value the chance to meet with you and other stakeholders to explore how federal 
policy can better support safer communities like ours.  

Please let us know your availability for a round table meeting to discuss these concerns in 
greater detail. The Chamber is happy to assist in coordinating this dialogue by inviting local 
stakeholders such as the RCMP, Peace Officers, business owners, residents and municipal 
representatives, to work toward constructive solutions.  

Thank you for your time and your service to our region.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Terriann Masse 
W&DCC President  


