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January 13, 2025

Honorable Member of Parliament Arnold Viersen
5124 50 Street, Box 4458
Barrhead, AB T7N 1A3

Dear Mr. Viersen,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to you on behalf of the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce
to express our cancern regarding the growing uncertainty surrounding the potential imposition of U.S. tariffs and
the possibility of retaliatory Canadian tariffs in the current economic climate. These trade tensions pose
significant risks to the economic stability of our region, local businesses, employment opportunities, and public
services that depend on healthy tax revenues.

Impact on Business Cash Flow

As you are aware, the imposition of tariffs, whether originating in the U.S. or in retaliation from Canada, can
have severe consequences for businesses engaged in international trade. Many of our local businesses rely on
smooth cross-border trade with the United States, and any increase in tariffs or trade barriers would directly
affect their cost structures, reducing profitability and straining cash flow.

For smaller businesses, the added financial pressure could lead to significant challenges in meeting operational
costs, maintaining inventory levels, and paying suppliers. This uncertainty can prevent businesses from making
long-term investments and decisions, stalling growth, and expansion plans.

Industries like manufacturing, agriculture, and retail in our region are highly dependent on the U.S. market.
Increased tariffs could raise input costs, diminish competitiveness, and hinder our businesses’ ability to remain
competitive both domestically and internationally.

Job Losses and Employment Uncertainty

The economic disruption caused by tariffs extends beyond businesses and affects the livelihoods of workers.
Increased costs and reduced revenues may force companies to cut back on production or even downsize their
workforces. Our local communities rely on diverse sectors for employment, and any threat to jobs in key
industries—such as those dependent on export-driven demand—has the potential to lead to significant layoffs
and employment instability.

Uncertainty surrounding trade relations with our largest trading partner also makes it more difficult for
businesses to plan, potentially causing hesitation in hiring new employees or offering wage increases, as
companies struggle to absorb the financial strain. This could lead to a slow-down in job creation and increased
unemployment in our region.

Decline in Tax Revenue for Public Services




A stable local economy is essential for sustaining the tax revenues that fund public services like healthcare,
education, infrastructure projects, and social programs. If businesses face financial distress due to tariffs, there
will be a reduction in both corporate and personal tax contributions, which would, in turn, strain public resources
and impact the delivery of key services in our community.

Fewer people working and reduced profitability in businesses translates to less revenue for government
programs that support public health, roads, and other vital services. Additionally, economic slowdown caused by
tariffs could delay infrastructure projects, leading to missed opportunities for local job creation and community
development.

A Call for Stability and Diplomatic Solutions

Given the potential harm to businesses, workers, and public services, we respectfully urge you to advocate for a
stable and predictable trade environment between Canada and the United States. We urge you to work with
your counterparts to find a way to mitigate the negative impact of tariffs, focusing on solutions that protect
Canadian businesses, employment, and the broader economy.

We are optimistic that a more diplomatic and constructive approach can be found that will avoid unnecessary
trade disruptions and foster continued economic growth. It is crucial that any trade policies or measures taken
consider the long-term implications for local economies and the well-being of workers and families.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. We would greatly appreciate your leadership in navigating
this challenging situation, and we remain ready to assist in any way possible to ensure that the interests of
Canadian businesses and workers are well represented.

We look forward to hearing from you and working together toward a solution that supports economic stability
and prosperity for all.

Sincerely, / 5
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Terriann Masse

President

780-778-0901
terriannmasse@gmail.com




